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Democrats from twenty-two to two. The Communists showed
a sensible but not an imposing gain. The same success was won
in Bavaria, Wuerttemberg, Anhalt, and Hamburg. Except in
Bavaria, everywhere the National Socialists were now easily the
strongest party. Schleicher felt that time was pressing; at all costs
a settlement must be reached before the famous 51 per cent was
attained.
Under the shadow of these defeats rather than of the President's
victory the Reichstag met in a curious mood. Triumph radiated
from the extremist benches; gloom hung heavily over the demo-
cratic ones and the unease of the Nationalists was plainly visible.
Rumour was very busy and there was what the lobbies called
with more truth than usual a crisis atmosphere. Criticism was
restrained but effective—for once the National Socialists preferred
argument to desk-banging—and equally effective were the replies
of Groener and the chancellor, both of whom firmly declined to
remove the ban on the Storm Troops. The cabinet forces held
together and the now conventional motion of no-confidence was
defeated by twenty votes. But the crisis had already come.
Schleicher had struck his final blow. Immediately after Groener
had sat down, he had gone to him and informed him curtly that
the Defence Ministry had now no confidence in him. The attack
was quite unexpected and the attacker even still less so. Groener
who was in ill-health had already arranged with Bruening to hand
over the Ministry of Defence to Schleicher., partly because he
wanted to gratify his subordinate's ambition, partly because he
felt that he would be less irresponsible if he were in the cabinet.
And now the "son" had stabbed the "father" in the back by
mobilizing the Reichswehr staff against him. Groener knew the
Reichswehr staff well; he knew that as a reputed democrat he
was not popular with men who still bore him a grudge for the
part he had played in 1918-1919. But he also knew that most
of them were loyal gentlemen and that when Schleicher spoke
he spoke for himself. In angry disillusion he took his resignation
to the chancellor who, despite all his pleadings, failed to induce
him to reconsider it for the Defence Ministry, but succeeded
so far as to induce him to stay on at least temporarily at the

